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Aloha Keawala`i `Ohana, 

We have important news to share regarding our pastoral search.  As you know, we entered an intentional interim period for 
our church just weeks after the retirement of Kahu Kealahou Alika. The Rev. Scott Landis began his ministry with us on 
March 1, 2020, just two weeks prior to the global shut-down due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Scott immediately moved 
us into the digital age by offering virtual worship and fellowship opportunities that helped keep us connected while being 
separated from one another physically. Simultaneously, Church Council decided to suspend the beginning of the formal 
search process for our next kahu until the pandemic subsided which, we thought, would begin within a month or two.  

Weeks turned into months but after a very challenging year, the search process was begun in earnest in Spring 2021. With 
our goal on hiring a settled pastor during 2021, the Search Committee met to prepare a profile and then conducted 
feedback sessions. These were inspired gatherings with members of the congregation held in person and on Zoom. We 
listened to your hopes for our church and for its next spiritual leader. A Church Profile was created and once approved, 
was posted on the United Church of Christ Ministry Opportunities website. As we eagerly awaited profiles from 
prospective candidates, we quickly discovered candidates were not applying, a phenomenon experienced throughout the 
entire UCC and other denominations across the country. Various reasons were cited by Hawai`i Conference Minister 
David Popham, which led to further prayerful discussion and discernment whether this might not be the ideal time to 
continue our search.  

Meanwhile over the last 20 months, Kahu Scott had acclimated well to Keawalaʻi; his love and light shining in our 
congregation. It is precisely those things he did so well that caused many of you to ask why not just keep him? However, 
according to his Call Agreement that was not a possibility – but as we have all learned things once unfathomable are now 
reasonably considered. This brings us to our current situation: we could continue our search for a settled pastor; pause the 
search; or rethink our current situation to see if God again has different plans for our congregation and for Kahu Scott.  

To ensure Keawala`i is acting in good faith regarding Kahu Scott’s Call Agreement, we again consulted with Rev. David 
Popham who indicated under the circumstances Keawala`i is able to craft a path forward that will both respect the Call 
Agreement while also meeting the needs of our church. Therefore, the Search Committee has made a recommendation to 
the Church Council to suspend our search temporarily. We know Rev. Landis is more than capable of leading our church. 
We don’t know when life as we knew it before the pandemic will be normal again so we can move ahead with our settled 
pastor search.  

With all this instability we feel confident that our church would benefit if we maintained our relationship with Kahu Scott 
to get us past this period of so much uncertainty. Therefore, we approached him about continuing on for a designated term 
as our “Transitional Pastor,” pending formal approval of the congregation through a vote to be held on January 16, 2022. 

We use the term “Transitional” specifically to indicate two things: 1) Scott will work with us on specific items of 
transition that our church is currently facing to prepare us for when we resume our pastoral search, and 2) Scott shall not 
be a candidate for the settled position as explicitly stated in our Church Bylaws. We envision the transitional term to be 
approximately 2-3 years with the final year being focused on the search for our next settled kahu.  



It is our hope that this time of transition will provide a period of self-reflection, evaluation of current church systems, and 
creative exploration of how we can strengthen our church during these challenging times. We also hope within the next 2 
years the pandemic will be behind us, so new and exciting prospective candidates will be called to move to Maui.  

This decision was made following much discussion and prayer on the part of Kahu Scott and his husband Randy, the 
Settled Pastor Search Committee, and the Church Council. We offer it to you for your own prayerful reflection and 
welcome your feedback as we proceed listening carefully for God’s guidance. We look forward to gathering with you on 
January 16 to answer any questions you might have as we seek to strengthen the ongoing mission and ministry of 
Keawala`i.  

Me ke aloha o ke Akua, 

      

Edith Kapiko      Bruce Burkitt 
Moderator      Search Committee Chair 

Give Aloha Raises $3,335.98 
  
Foodland's Annual Community Matching Gifts Program raises funds statewide 
from customer donations alone. With Foodland and the Western Union 
Foundation's matching gifts non-profit organizations are supported financially 
across Hawai'i.  
 
It has been a very challenging year for our community and world and 

customers gave generously.   A big MAHALO for your donations as well as the 
matching donation from Foodland and Western Union -- $3,335.98 was raised for Keawala'i Congregational Church’s 
general fund. The Program honors Foodland’s founder, Maurice J. “Sully” Sullivan and continues his legacy of 
giving back to the community. 

 

2021 Christmas Poinsettias 

 
The annual sign up for Christmas poinsettias 
began on Sunday, November 28, 2021.   A 
donation of $10 is requested to help cover the 
costs.  Those making a donation are invited 
to indicate if it is in memory of a loved one 
or in celebration of a special occasion.  A 
listing will be included in the worship 
bulletin each week throughout the month of 
December. 

First Time Registration LoginGeneral Information Program Information Participants

This site uses cookies & collects personal data, by using our site you are consenting to the terms & conditions of our policy. Learn More.

Sully Spent His Life
Giving to the
Community.

His Legacy Continues.

Throughout his lifetime,
Foodland founder Maurice J.

"Sully" Sullivan gave
generously to many causes
and encouraged the spirit of

giving in others. It is in his
honor that we present Give
Aloha, Foodland's Annual

Community Matching Gifts
Program.
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Blessing of the Animals 
Saturday, December 11 

  
The Annual Blessing of the Animals will be held on Saturday, December 11, 2021 
beginning at 10:00 a.m. on the grounds  of  the church.   

  
Churches celebrate the blessing of animals in remembrance of St. 
Francis of Assisi’s love for all creatures.  At Keawalaʻi it has 
become a tradition that the blessing is held in December.  Readings, 
prayers, and a blessing will be offered as well as pictures with 
Santa. 
  
Arrangements for the day will take into account the needs of the 
various animals and  includes  dogs,  cats, birds, hamsters, rabbits 
or any other pets.  Dogs must be leashed at all times and other 
animals must be safely contained. 
  
This year’s event will include precautions due to Covid-19.  We will have a sign in sheet for 
contract tracing so please plan to provide your contact information.  Masks and social distancing 

will be required.  There will be a minimum of 6 foot spacing between participants.  The service is being coordinated 
through the ministry of the Board of Deacons, with the kōkua of church members. 

 
Outreach is hosting its annual Christmas Bake Sale! 

Sunday, December 12 

We are planning our bake sale for Sunday, December 12, 2021  
after the church service under the pavilion.  If you would like to donate a baked item 
for sale please drop it off at the church on Saturday December 11, 2021 between 
10am and 12 noon or contact the church office to make other arrangements.  
 
We are also planning to hold our Alternative Christmas Gift again this year.  Sign ups 
will be available at the Bake Sale. If you cannot be at the Bake Sale in person and 
would like to participate in our Alternative Christmas Gift fundraiser, please contact 
our office.   

      You can make a donation to Outreach in honor of a loved one and we will process a    
beautiful Christmas card with an image of Keawala’i including a message letting your 

gift recipient know that a monetary donation was made in their honor.   The card gives a brief description of the Outreach 
program mission.  Blessings to you and yours this holiday season! 

2021 Christmas Fund Offering 
Sunday, December 19 

   

For over 100 years, the fund has been a means by which members of the United Church of Christ and its predecessor 
bodies live out the  mandate to be Christ’s Body in the world.  Gifts to the Christmas Fund continue to enable the Pension 
Boards’ Ministerial Assistance program to  provide  assistance to individuals and families in need.   Lower income retirees 
continue to feel the financial stress most keenly. Please feel free to send your Christmas Fund Offering in the mail, drop it 
by in person or donate online at www.keawalai.org. 

Monthly pension supplementation for 276 retired clergy and lay employees ($1,180,187)  

Health benefits supplementation for 89 retired clergy and lay employees ($274,008)  

Emergency grants for 96 individuals and families ($214,649)  

Christmas “Thank You” gift checks to 504 retired clergy and lay employees ($252,000)  

In 2020, gifts to the Christmas Fund enabled:

The Christmas Fund 
For the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund 

..

.

.

Esther 4:14.

In the United Church of Christ, through the United Church Board for Minis-
terial Assistance, we take care to express our love and gratitude for our re-
tired ministers. One of the ways we do that is through the Annuitant Visitors’ 

Program, which coordinates visits by often younger retired UCC clergy to older 
retired ministers (annuitants) across the country. The purpose of these visits is 
to check in, see how they’re doing, find out if they have any needs that can be 
addressed, and thank them for their “years of service to a grateful church.” 

One such visitor, now retired, is the Rev. Richard L. (Rick) Floyd, of Pittsfield, MA, 
who wrote of a visit to the Rev. John and Anne McKinstry of Great Barrington, 
MA, who are, in Rick’s words: “indeed Veterans of the Cross, having served small 
country congregations throughout their ministry (and they really did share the 
ministry as ‘old school’ minister and spouse).” 

John McKinstry’s last pastorate ended with an unfortunate forced resignation 
from a church that was leaving the United Church of Christ. This left John and 
Anne—close to retirement age—with neither home nor equity, having lived in 
parsonages their entire adult lives.  

That was over 20 years ago. Since then, the McKinstry’s have been able to manage 
with generosity from friends and with supplements and gifts from the United 
Church Board for Ministerial Assistance through the Christmas Fund. John 
teaches guitar and dulcimer; Anne writes hymns (two of her hymns are in The 
New Century Hymnal, which can be found in UCC pews across the country).   

“I was proud that our church, through the Christmas Fund, could help these 
lovely people in retirement,” Rick says. “I think it meant a lot to them that I could 
hear their story.  When I ‘thanked them for their years of service from a grateful 
church,’ I thought they were going to cry.” 

Good news  . . . Great Joy. . . All the People!
(Luke 2:10)

John and Anne McKinstry – “Veterans of the Cross”
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Advent and Christmas 2021 from Kahu ScoA 

With the opening strains of the beloved carol, “O Come, O Come 
Emmanuel” we will begin the new liturgical season of Advent in 
prepara8on of celebra8ng the birth of our Savior once again on 
Christmas Eve. This year our an8cipa8on will be a li@le different. Our 
spirits may be thirs8er than in the past as the tradi8ons we cherish 
with our beloved Keawala`i community have gone wan8ng for too 
long. As the pandemic seems to have subsided in Hawai`i, we have 
been able to gather for worship again – an ability we no longer take 
for granted.  

Each week we will light a new candle and focus on the 8meless 
themes that hold deeper meaning this year aHer having been 
separated for so long. Hope (mana`olana), Peace (maluhia), Joy 
(Hau`ole), and Love (aloha) all lead the way to the birth of Jesus that 
we will celebrate, once again, on our church lawn. Our Christmas Eve 

Service this year will begin at 6:30p.m. Sea8ng will be less than in the past so that we can allow for safe physical 
distancing. In addi8on, par8cipants will be required to wear a face-mask to enhance demonstrated healthy prac8ces.  

We are planning a beau8ful Service of Lessons and Carols based on the tradi8onal annual experience at St. Paul’s 
Cathedral in London – but ours will have dis8nctly Hawaiian flair.   Our celebra8on will draw our a@en8on to the joy of 
Jesusʻ birth all the while being mindful of safe prac8ces in worship.  Our music will be lovely as we guide par8cipants in 
the singing of tradi8onal carols in English and Hawaiian, but in lieu of a full choir we will have a small ensemble to ensure 
the health and safety of all our worship leaders.  Imaging siXng on the lawn, listening to the stories of the coming and 
birth of our Savior, ligh8ng a candle and singing Silent Night with hundreds of faithful friends. That will be our Keawalaʻi 
Christmas.  We hope you will join us for a lovely 8me of “Remembering Home” which is our 2021 theme. Make 
Christmas Eve a 8me to remember, to be grateful, and to rejoice as God’s Spirit unites with our Spirit in joyful 
celebra8on. I look forward to gree8ng you there.   Blessing in Advent and Christmas8de! 

Aha ʻAina Wai Maka/Hepedoma 
Sunday, January 9-16 

The “ʻAha ʻAina Wai Maka” or “Feast of Tears” will be held on January 9, 2021.  
The annual event is a service of remembrance for members and friends who died in 
2021.  The service will be followed by “Hepedome” or the “Week of Prayer.”  
Members and friends will be invited to be in prayer for the various ministries of the 
church and for ways in which they may  offer their kōkua throughout the year.    

Annual Mee4ng 
                  Sunday, January 16 

Aloha and Blessings to all ~ I hope this finds all of you in good health and spirits. I wanted to just send a friendly 
reminder to all of our members and friends regarding our upcoming annual meeting scheduled for January 16, 2022 at 
11:30 am in the sanctuary of the church. On the agenda is the decision that has been made by Kahu Scott Landis along 
with his husband Randy, the Settled Pastoral Search Committee, and the Church Council to call Kahu Scott to be our 
"Transitional Pastor.”  This position will be for the next two-to-three years during which time Kahu Scott can start to 
ready the church for the Settled Pastor when he or she arrives.  In order for us to make this official, we will need your 
formal approval.  In our recent letter sent out to all of you explaining the decision, we asked that you reflect on the 
decision with prayer and to bring your feedback as we gather on January 16 to answer questions you may have.  It is 
important that we have your input as we seek God's guidance to strengthen the mission and ministry of Keawala'i. 
We look forward to seeing you.  Aloha ke Akua, Edie Kapiko, Moderator 



Event Calendar at a Glance 

December 2021      December 2021 contʻd 

Sat. Dec. 11      Thurs.-Fri. Dec 23-24 
Blessing of the Animals     Christmas Eve service 
10:00 a.m.      decorating and set up 

Sat. Dec. 11      Fri. Dec. 24 
Baked goods drop off     Christmas Eve Service 
10:00am to 12noon     6:30 p.m. 

Sun. Dec. 12      January 2022 
Christmas Bake Sale      
11:00 a.m.      Sun. Jan. 9-16 

Aha ʻAina Wai Maka/Hepedoma
Sat. Dec. 18       
Kupono Music Studio Recitals    Sun. Jan. 16 
12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.     Annual Meeting 

Sun. Dec. 19      Tues. Jan. 18 
Christmas Fund Offering    Book Club 
10:00 a.m.      10:00 a.m. 

Tues. Dec. 21      Sun. Jan. 23 
Book Club      Kalaupapa Sunday 
10:00 a.m. 

Kalaupapa Sunday 
Sunday, January 23 

In 2014, the 191st ʻAha Paeʻaina of the Hawaiʻi Conference - United  Church  
of  Christ  voted  to  establish an annual Kalaupapa  Sunday.  Hymns  and  
songs,  Scripture  reading, poems and stories focusing on Kalaupapa will be 
highlighted at the worship service on Sunday, January 23, 2021.   

We commemorate the first twelve to arrive to the Kalaupapa peninsula in 
January 1866 and those who went afterwards.  Today it is still kept a sacred 
place as modern day residents and families carry on its legacy. 
 

 



KEAWALAʻI CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST (USA) 

5300 MĀKENA ROAD 
MĀKENA, HI 96753 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Telephone / Voice Mail:  (808) 879-5557 
Email: keawalaichurch@gmail.com 

Outreach Committee Intake Coordinator:  
(808) 281-7434 (Andrea Yepez) 

Hui Mālama Intake Coordinator:   
(808) 268-1612 (Edie Kapiko) 

Hui Mālama Chair:  (808) 866-6815  
(Cindy Mead) 

Website: https://www.keawalai.org 

Ka Hā A Ke Akua: The Breath of God is a newsletter of Keawalaʻi 
Congregational Church.  Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
writer(s).  Unless otherwise noted, such opinions are not to be construed as the 

position taken by any of the boards, committees, or council of the church. 

Regular Online Meetings 
  

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
Livestream Worship Service on Vimeo 

https://www.keawalai.org 

Wednesdays at 11 a.m. 

KCC Zoom Room

Ms. Edie Kapiko, Moderator 
Mr. Bruce Burkitt, Vice-Moderator 

Ms. Sue Nygren, Secretary 
Mr. Thom. Probst, Treasurer 

Ms. Andrea Yepez, Administrative Coordinator 
Ms. Edie Kapiko,  Hui Mālama Intake 

Ms. Laura Moore, Sunday School Coordinator 
Ms. Andrea Yepez, Outreach Committee Intake 

Mr. Cameron Keys, Music Ministry Team 
Ms. Ellen Caringer, Pianist 

The Rev. Dr. Scott Landis, Interim Pastor 

Sermon:  10:00 a.m. Sunday sermon text is  
posted at www.keawalai.org  

under Kahu’s Mana’o 
  

Worship:  Sunday services are live streamed  
and available on Vimeo at www.keawalai.org. 
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“The Keawalaʻi Prayer Connection” 

 
 

“Are any among you suffering?   
They should pray. 
Are any cheerful?   

They should sing songs of praise. 
Are any among you sick?   

They should call for the elders of the church  
and have them pray over them,  

anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. 
The prayer of faith will save the sick,  
and the Lord will raise them up . . .  

Pray for one another, so that you may be healed.” 
 

James 5:13-16 

 
 

We Shall Not Give Up the Fight, NCH #437, South African Freedom Song; Copyright ©1984 Walton 
Music Corp. 
Community of Christ, NCH #314, Shirley Erena Murray, 1985; Adapt. Meyer Lyon, 1770 
O For A World, NCH #575, Miriam Theresa Winter, 1987; Tune: Carl G. Glaser, 1828; Adapt. Lowell 
Mason in Modern Psalmody, 1839; Words Copyright ©1987 Medical Mission Sisters. 
   
©1995, Pilgrim Press, Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream IL  (NCH), All rights reserved.  Reprinted 
with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-735715. 
 
Jesus Love the Little Children, Hymns for the Family of God, #15, George F. Root, Used by permission. 
©1976, Paragon Associates, Inc., All rights reserved. 
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